Essay Rubric – AP Economics


	
	Category
	Score
	F     (1)
	D     (2)
	C     (3)
	B     (4)
	A     (5)

	ORGANIZATION
	Introduction

                X 1


	
	* Very weak introduction

* No attention getter

* No background information

* No connection between opening and thesis
	* Weak/undeveloped intro

* Unrelated attention getter

* Little or unconnected background information

* No connection between opening and thesis
	* Functional introduction

* Attention getter brief, confusing, or cliche

* Adequate background information

* Unclear connection between opening and thesis
	* Solid introduction

* Connected attention getter

* Good background information

* Connection between opening and thesis
	* Fully developed introduction

* Clever, unique, effective attention getter

* Excellent, relevant background information

* Smooth connection between opening and thesis

	
	Thesis statement ,

Topic Sentences,

Concluding Sentences

                X 2
	
	* Missing or nonsensical thesis

* Missing or nonsensical topic sentences

* No concluding sentences
	*Thesis does not communicate a clear idea

* Unclear topic sentences or not clearly related to thesis

* Missing some concluding sentences
	* Poorly structured or overly general thesis

* Some unclear topic sentences or not directly related to thesis

* Concluding sentences sometimes do not connect back to thesis and topic sentences 
	* Clear thesis

* Clear topic sentences, develop thesis

* Concluding sentences connect back to thesis and topic sentences
	* Extremely clear, arguable thesis

* Extremely clear topic sentences, directly develop thesis

* Concluding sentences effectively connect back to thesis and topic sentences

	
	Transitions

                X 1
	
	* Transitions missing

* Very choppy
	* Simple or inappropriate transitions used

*Missing transitions impedes flow
	* Functional transitions used between and within paragraphs

* Missing transitions causes choppiness
	*Appropriate transitions used between and within paragraphs

*Paper flows but has a few jumps
	* Sophisticated use of transitions throughout

* Paper has a natural flow from beginning to end

	
	Conclusion

                X 1
	
	* Conclusion is missing, incoherent or extremely brief
	* Conclusion is an underdeveloped summary or it changes the subject
	*Conclusion effectively summarizes the essay but does not extend ideas

*Conclusion seems tacked on
	* Solid conclusion

* Restates main points

*Begins to extend ideas but underdeveloped

*Leaves reader thinking
	* Fully developed conclusion

* Creatively restates main points 

* Extends ideas to a thought provoking conclusion

* Ends with a profound thought

	CONTENT/THINKING
	Supporting  evidence

               X 2
	
	* Very few or no examples or quotes

*Little or no apparent thinking or logic

*Quotes are not introduced or cited
	* Insufficient examples and quotes; often too general or specific.  Retell plot.

* Many more examples needed

*Examples and quotes show faulty logic

* Introductions to quotes are confusing  and missing citations
	* Uneven evidence of support; sometimes too general or too specific. Tend to be plot driven

* More examples needed

*Examples and quotes used throughout but connection is questionable

*Introductions to quotes is clumsy and citations have errors
	* Good evidence of support through quotes and examples

* Enough examples/quotes to prove thesis and topic sentences

*Clear examples/quotes that show thinking

*Quotes are appropriately introduced and cited parenthetically
	* Extremely strong evidence of support through quotes and examples

* Many examples of specific support

* Clear examples and quotes that are insightfully chosen

*Quotes are effectively introduced and accurately cited parenthetically

	
	Analytical Thinking

                X 3
	
	* Little or no commentary

* Connections are absent

* Very confusing/illogical


	* Commentary based on speculation rather than evidence

* Commentary restates rather than analyzes; connections are confusing

* Illogical development of an argument
	* Uneven commentary.  Too general or underdeveloped. 

* Connections are suggested but not developed

* Logical analysis consisting of listing rather than processing
	* Insightful commentary.

*Makes meaningful connections

* Shows logical analysis


	* Consistently demonstrates insight and explores reasons behind surface-level ideas

* Makes thoughtful, profound connections

* Shows consistent, strong, logical, analysis

	GRAMMAR/USAGE
	Sentence structure 

              X 1
	
	* Sentences are simple 

* Sentences have repeated construction errors
	* Sentences follow basic sentence patterns 

* Sentences are clumsy


	*Sentences show some variety but rely on repeated patterns

*Sentences rely on basic constructions
	*Sentences are varied throughout the essay

*Sentences show some sophistication
	*Sentence show extensive variety in structure 

*Sentences show consistent sophistication

	
	Vocabulary

             X1
	
	*Word choice is simple and inappropriate

*Words are often repeated
	*Word choice is basic or inappropriate

*Words are commonly repeated
	*Word choice is vague or inaccurate

*Words are repeated unnecessarily
	*Word choice is appropriate but shows limits in vocabulary

*Word choice is varied
	*Words are precise and appropriate

*Word choice is extensively varied

	
	Mechanics
	# errors_____________________ 

Mechanical error points will be deducted from final essay grade


Grade Conversion

	Raw Score
	Percent

	60
	100

	59
	98

	58
	96.5

	57
	95

	56
	93.5

	55
	92

	54
	90

	53
	88

	52
	86.5

	51
	85

	50
	83

	49
	81.5

	48
	80

	47
	78

	46
	76.5

	45
	75

	44
	73

	43
	71.5

	42
	70

	41
	68

	40
	66.5

	39
	65

	38
	63

	37
	61.5

	36
	60

	35
	58

	34
	56.5

	33
	55

	32
	53

	31
	51.5

	/60
	____%


Raw Score_________Percent__________* 30

= Total Grade_________ / 30 points



        (in hundredths)


   -- mechanical errors








Rough Draft_________ / 10 points
0-30 = F            
  31-37 = D            38-43 = C             44-50 = B            51-60 = A


